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Australian and United States’ family connections
A family from Dalsland ended up in Australia, but did they stay there?

BY ELISABETH THORSELL
The vicar and clergyman Carl Adolph
Carlsson1 (b. 15 Dec.1800 in Fivelstad
[Östg.], d. 26 May 1858 in Vänersborg
[Vägö.]) was married twice.
The first time was on 15 Jul. 1831 at
the island of St. Barthélèmy2 in the Caribbean, then belonging to Sweden, where
he served a few years as a govern-ment
pastor. The bride was the young widow
Juliana Spencer (b. 22 July 1807 at S:t
Eustache in the Caribbean, died 17 Mar.
1838 in Vänersborg), who had been
married in 1824 to the plantation owner
Robert Chapman Bonnet, who died on 21
Sep. 1825 at St. Barthélèmy.
In 1833, Carl Adolph’s position as the
local vicar of the island was discontinued
by the Swedish government and Carl
Adolph, Juliana, the stepdaughter Robertine Eliza Bonnet (b. 7 July 1825) and their
son Carl Julius (b. 1 Apr. 1832) had to
go to Sweden, where they settled in Linköping while waiting for a new appointment for the family father.
More children were born: Johan
Adolph (b. 6 Nov. 1833) and Wilhelm
Henrik (b. 22 Nov. 1834), both born in
Linköping. Carl Adoph supported his
family by doing translations and teaching.
When they all went to Sweden their
maid Isabella Edwards came with them.
She was born 6 Feb. 1804 at the island of
St. Martin in the West Indies (according
to Linköping church records). She must
have been a sensation in little Linköping
at that time, as she was a black woman and
also belonged to the Methodist faith,
which was not allowed in Sweden then
time. She seems to have returned to St.
Barthélèmy in 1837.
Carl Adolph was appointed vicar in Vänersborg in 1836. There their daughter
Malvina Juliana was born 26 Aug. 1836
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est son Bengt Adolf Hjalmar, (b. 20 Nov.
1846, d. 5 Jun 1885) eventually became
my paternal great-grandfather.

What happened to Juliana’s
children?

Carl Adolph Carlsson as a young man.
(The original was stolen around 1960 during a
break-in at a descendant’s home.)

in Vänersborg). On 7 Mar. 1838 Juliana
died of a combination of consumption and
measles. One might wonder how it was to
come from the sunny Caribbean and then
end up in a small Swedish town of that
time.

Carl Adolph’s new family
Carl Adolph remarried on 19 Jan 1839 to
a councilman’s daughter from Vänersborg,
the young Sophia Elisabeth (Betty) Andersson, (b. 17 Oct. 1820 in Vänersborg),
and had several children with her: Bengt
Otto Hjalmar (b. 8 Nov. 1839, d. 1 Sep.
1844), Albert Ferdinand (b. 18 Jan. 1841,
d. 23 Jun. 1912), Maria Adolphina Elisabeth (b. 15 Feb. 1842, d. 29 Apr. 1861),
Sophia Amalia Mathilda (Amelie) (b. 15
Jul. 1843, d. 20 Apr. 1905). Their young-
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Sons Carl Julius and Johan Adolph
drowned in 1842 during ice-skating on
the Lake Vassbotten, outside Vänersborg.
Son Wilhelm used the name Carlsson
Spencer after his mother and became a
pharmacist in Mariestad (Vägö.), and was
married to Christiane Elise Fredrique
Dorothea Augusta Guldberg (Jeanna)
Fleischer from Fredrikstad in Norway. He
died on 21 Mar. 1880 in Mariestad.
Widow Jeanna died 19 Sep. 1936 in
Mariestad. Their son Kristian Adolf (b. 5
Jun. 1874, d. 21 Sep. 1876) died very
young. The daughter Emilie Wilhelmina
(b. 20 Aug. 1877, d. 30 jun 1947) married
but had no children.
Only Malvina remained to have descendants. See her picture below:

She married in 13 Sep. 1861 a sea
captain, Robert Guído Wohlfahrt, (b. 26
Apr. 1826 in Ånimskog (Älvsb.). He
belonged to well-known ironworks family
in Dalsland. He and Malvina had nine
children,2 born between 1862 and 1877.
The family seems to have had economic
problems and rented a small farmVäneRyr in Dalsland until 1880, when they
moved to Vänersborg.

Going to Australia
One day around 1880, Robert Guido came
home and told the family that he had
decided to emigrate to Australia, and in
1881 he and his son Gustaf (b. 1 Jan. 1870
in Sundals Ryr [Älvs.]) left their home,
which was now in Vänersborg, and went
to Gothenburg, from where they left on
20 Oct. 1881 with the destination Melbourne, Australia.
They probably arrived sometime in the
spring of 1882 and were able to write
home and tell the family what had happened to them.
In 1883 Malvina left Vänersborg with
the four youngest children and travelled
to Australia, the other children having
already left home. Only the daughter Ida
stayed in Sweden with her paternal aunt
Ida in Åmål (Älvs.).
In January 1884 Malvina and the children finally arrived in Melbourne after a
long journey on the ship Procida, and were
met by the husband and son Gustaf.
According to a family tradition, Robert
Guido would later say “Now I have taken
you to Australia, now you have to support
me,” then he sat down in the rocking chair
and did not work anymore.
It went pretty well in the beginning, but
already in 1888, when the daughter Augusta and the nephew Enar Wohlfahrt
came to Melbourne from the U. S., Enar
noted “we found our relatives there, but
not in any advantageous eco-nomic situation, so I had to go out and search for work
at once.”
Sometime in the 1890s, there was a
financial crisis in Australia, and the two
youngest sons, Albert and Olof (later
known as Fred), no longer liked it in Australia, so they travelled to the U.S.A.
A glimpse of Malvina and Guido is
found in a letter that nephew Guido Wohlfahrt, who also emigrated to Australia,
wrote home to a cousin in 1944: “Auntie

Malvina was a great woman, good and
kind and her great work ethic has been
inherited by all her children. Uncle [Robert Guido] was indifferent and lacked
ambition and got enough money for it.”
During World War I the family name
was changed from Wohlfahrt to Walford,
to not sound so German, even if the family had been in Sweden since the 1600s.
Contact with Malvina’s family in Sweden was maintained into the 1930s, but
nothing was heard about Albert and Olof,
who had travelled to America.
My father Sven Dalhammar, who was
interested in family history, saw one day
in the 1950s in the newspaper that a man
named David Garrett was stationed at the
Australian Embassy in Copenhagen, and
since he knew that one of the Wohlfahrt
daughters had married a Garrett, he wrote
there and asked for information. It turned
out that it was actually the right family, and
that this David was the grandson of Maria
Wohlfahrt. My Dad got a number of addresses and made many nice contacts, but
no one knew anything about Albert and
Olof, except that the latter would have
been a gold miner in Nome and sent a
walrus tusk and a Christmas card to one
of his sisters in 1908.
I saw that card in 1989 when Dad and I
visited John Hill, son of Maria Walford,
in Sutton Coldfields, England, but never
thougt of taking a photo.
A rumor also said that some of them
died in the San Francisco earthquake in
1906.
In 1992, I was the editor of the Swedish Family Register (Svenska Släktkalendern) and contacted the Wohlfahrt family
as I thought it was time for them to participate again. The previous time that they
had sent in their family information was
in 1962. That way I got to know Monica
Wohlfahrt, and told her about my own
connection to that family.
A few years later, around 1999, Monica
called one day and said “I’ve received an
e-mail from someone named Crissy
Walford in the United States, who thinks
she’s related to us; can she be?” And she
could, because she was the grand-daughter
of Albert!
It turned out to be correct when we
compared our data with those that Crissy
Walford and her sister Sarah Hollister had
dug up in both Australia and the U.S.
The sisters had been looking for their
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Bengt Carlsson, youngest son of Carl Adolph
and Betty, brother of Malvina.

origins, but most of the family thought
that it was British because of the family
name Walford.
Then one of the sisters found an old
letter from an aunt who told that she had
heard that the family had Scandinavian
origins. That encouraged Crissy to search
for variations of the name Walford, and
then she found the Wohlfahrt family in
Sweden!
The mystery was finally solved, and I
just feel sad that my father did not live to
experience this, as he passed away in
1997.
Endnotes:
1) Carl Adolph Carlsson entered Uppsala
University in 1819 and studied to become a
clergyman. He was ordained in 1824, and got
his B.A. in 1825, and his M.A. degree in 1827.
He seems to have stayed in Uppsala until he
left for St. Barthélèmy in 1830. During his time
in Sweden he compiled a primer of German.
After his return to Sweden he wrote a primer
of Latin (1835), and a small book of poems about
life in the West Indies (1836). He also translated
a number of books, including H. N. Coleridge’s
Six months in the west Indies in 1825. Carl
Adoph added his remarks on the West Indies
to the book which gives an insight into his own
personality.
My cousin Kristina once told me that the only
time she had laughed out loud in the Reading
Room at Carolina Rediviva (University Library
at Uppsala, Sweden) was when she was reading
our great-grandfather’s poems.
I have some 50 volumes from his library,
works on history, geography, and other topics.
I hev som 50 books from his library
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2) Saint Barthélèmy – often abbreviated as St
Barts, St Barths, or Saint Barth is a small,
volcanic island located in the northwest
Caribbean Sea. It's among four territories
referred to as the Leeward Islands, a grouping
which includes the French West Indies,
Guadeloupe, and Martinique. St Barts is located
about 35 km (21 miles) southeast of the island
of Saint Martin and roughly 180 km (112 miles)
east of Puerto Rico. St Barts is a relatively small
island, with a land area of 21 sq.km² (8.5 sq mi)
and a population of about 8,902.
Attracted by the island's prosperity during the
American Revolutionary War, Gustav III of
Sweden agreed in 1784 to exchange French
trading rights in Gothenburg against Swedish
colonization of the island. In addition to its fresh
water sources, the island produced moderate amounts of cotton, sugar, cocoa, tobacco,
and fruits while it promised substantial revenue
from trade through its natural harbor on the
island's west coast.
At the time, the island had a population of
some 750, of whom 281 were slaves. French
was spoken in the rural areas while English was
spoken in the capital, now called Gustavia.
Trade flourished during the War of 1812
between Britain and the United States when
20% of American exports were routed via St
Barthélemy.
In 1839, Gustavia lost its role as a free port
which it had had since 1785. Thereafter Sweden
provided the necessary financial support.
In 1847 the Swedish parliament also abolished
slave trading and slavery on the island.
Swedish rule lasted until 1878 when the
French repurchased the island. France paid
400,000 Francs for the island.
[Much abbreviated article from English
Wikipedia, link to full article on p. 26.]
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Väne-Ryr church, built in 1732. Picture from
1890.
In 1902-1903 a tower was built around the
old bell tower, but this is what it looked like
when the Wohlfahrts lived there.
The parish is on the left side of the Göta
Älv, and belongs to the Vänersborg church
community.
Augusta, Maria, and Ida Wohlfahrt.
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3) All the Wohlfahrt children born at
Stommen in Sundals Ryr parish (Vägö.).
Betty Augusta, b. 14 Aug. 1862, d. 6
Nov. 1907 in Wellington, New Zealand.
Married 30 Dec.1891 in Melbourne, Australia, to David Axel Johnson, (b. 4 Jun.
1863 in St. Johannes, Norrköping, (Östg.).
Maria Carolina, b. 23 Jan. 1864, d. 19
Jan. 1944 in Sydney, NSW, Australia.
Married 17 Feb. 1898 17/2 in Perth, WA,
Australia, to Alwyn Garret, b. 12 Feb. 1862
in South Australia, d. 7 Jul. 1925 in Australia.
Ida Malvina, b. 10 Jun. 1865, d. 13 Sep.
1930 in Göteborg. Married 5 Oct 1888
to Axel Magnus Eneroth, b. 8 Dec. 1851
in Tösse, (Vägö.), d. 11 Nov. 1921.

Amelia Wilhelmina (Amelie), b. 13
Oct. 1866, d. around 1935 in Melbourne,
VIC, Australia. Married to Frank Maybury,
d. around 1933.
Bertha Juliana Albertina, b. 10 Mar.
1868, d. Dec. 1945 in Ilew, VIC, Australia. Married 1894 to James Dickson
Waern, b. 16 May 1864 in Göteborg, d.
1930. Swedish consul in Melbourne.
Carl Gustaf Theodor, b. 1 Jan. 1870, d.
6 Jul. 1947 in Burwood, VIC, Australia.
Married to Louisa Caroline Smith, b. 23
Feb. 1870 in London, England, d. 1952.
Knut Robert, b. 2 Apr. 1872, d. 9 Apr.
1873.

Albert Mauritz, b. 12 Apr. 1873, d. 6
Jul. 1951 in Berkeley, CA, U.S.A. Married
and divorced from Hilda Ethelinda Dulvey,
b. 8 May 1883 in Gillingham, Kent, England, d. after 1960 in CA, U.S.A. Married
2:o 2 Sep. 1925 in St. Louis, MO, U.S.A.,
to Edna Lulu Stickler, b. 31 Dec. 1885, d.
7 Apr.1982.
Olof Guido Sixten (Frederick), b. 13
Oct. 1877, d. 1970 4/2 in Millbrae, CA,
U.S.A. Married 16 Aug. 1903 in Sebastopol, Sonoma Co, CA, U.S.A. to Sarah
Chester Barnes, b. 10 Jun. 1882 in Sebastopol, Sonoma Co, CA, U.S.A., d. 26 Apr.
1960 in Alamo, Contra Costa Co, CA,
U.S.A.

From left: Maria, Gustaf, Olof (Fred), Robert Guido, Amelie, Albert (on floor), Malvina, Bertha, Augusta.
Date not known, but probably in early 1890s.
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